Opening Hours:
April to September
9.30 am to 7 pm
October to March
9.30 am to 5.30 pm

tel: +351 281540509
dctd.cultura@cm-alcoutim.pt
Alcoutim Tourist Office:

Inside, there are leisure areas and a variety of things to
see and places to visit:

1 The Archaeological Museum in the Main Gallery – an
exhibition that traces Alcoutim's history back over a period of
more than 5000 years.
Places and objects steeped in memories dating back over a
thousand years impart details of culture and knowledge that
marked the territory now known as Alcoutim at various times
in the more or less distant past;
2 The Auditorium – a presentation on the Municipality of
Alcoutim is screened here daily so that, having spent time in
the town, visitors can subsequently begin a journey through
the territory in search of the heritage shown here;
3 The open air amphitheatre – musical and theatrical
performances are staged here in the summer and during the
town festivities;
4 An exhibition of Game Boards and Stone Game Pieces
from the Old Castle of Alcoutim is on display in the old
gunpowder room. The exhibition contains the largest
collection of Islamic game boards to have been found in
Portugal, the fruit of excavations carried out at the Old Castle
in Alcoutim. Visitors to the exhibition can learn about the
recreational activities that have survived to the present day and
that, to some extent, have helped develop human intellectual
capacities;
5 The open air terrace – where visitors can enjoy a
delightful view over the town, the River Guadiana and
Sanlúcar de Guadiana. This spot is also used for group meals
and some shows.
6 The gardens – the whole interior was landscaped during
the renovation work carried out in 1992/93

tel: (+351) 281546179
Alcoutim Municipal Council:
Tel. 281540500
fax: 281546363
geral@cm-alcoutim.pt
www.cm-alcoutim.pt

town castle

Informations:

No visit to the Natural Algarve and Alcoutim would be complete
without a stop at one of the greatest symbols of the town's historical
heritage, a witness to centuries spent defending the border and
controlling river traffic and a scenario of war and peace with
Castile… the town castle.
Preliminary archaeological research conducted inside the castle
walls suggests that human occupation of the site dates back to
prehistoric times (the Iron Age), and evidence of the subsequent
Roman invasion of the Iberian Peninsula has also been found.
During the period of Muslim occupation, defences were concentrated
not on this stretch of the Guadiana but on another, at a site located
approximately one kilometre north of the present-day town and
known as the Old Castle of Alcoutim, which was abandoned at some
point between the 11th and 12th centuries.
At the time of the Christian Reconquest, the forces of D. Sancho II
(1223 – 1248) conquered the region towards the end of the 1230s.
With a view to expanding the settlement and defending his domain,
the sovereign gave preference to the site on which the town now
stands. He ordered a new castle to be built from scratch to defend it
and this work continued into the second half of the 13th century.

The earthquake that hit Portugal on the 1st of November 1755 caused
no more damage than a few “cracks” in the walls. Still active during
the Liberal Wars of the 19th century, the fortress began to be used as
meat market in 1878.
Starting in the late 1930s (and during the 1960s, '70s and '80s) the
monument underwent renovation, restoration and improvements
under the auspices of the General-Directorate for National
Buildings and Monuments (DGEMN).
At this time the walls of some of the buildings that had been built
against the castle walls over the centuries were cleared and the
battlements were rebuilt.
In 1992, the Municipal Council began working on a project to
revitalise the castle, which resulted in its being classified as a
Building of Public Interest, by decree dated 30 November 1993, and
in the undertaking of the first archaeological survey in its interior,
with the construction of a museum facility dedicated to Archaeology
in the Municipality (in 2000).

Ceramic Plate - 14th-15th Centuries

Built next to an important line of communication, the River
Guadiana, the multi-sided fortress's main purpose would have been
to control the border between the small Portuguese kingdom and its
redoubted enemy, Castile.
It was here in this castle, on the 31st of March 1371, that the Treaty of
Alcoutim was signed between the kings D. Fernando (1367-1383)
and D. Henrique II of Castile, bringing the so-called first Fernandine
war to an end.
The castle was rebuilt during the reign of D. Manuel (1495-1521) and
its probable Gothic features modernised.
It was portrayed by Duarte de Armas in his Book of Fortresses (ca.
1509) as being square in shape and with no towers, whether
dominant, positioned at the corners of the walls or in the interior, and
there was a single gate located in the centre of one of the walls. The
battlements were set uniformly around the walls and there were some
support buildings inside. The foundations of some of these have been
uncovered during archaeological digs.
An inscription above the Tavira gate indicates that during the War of
Restoration of Portuguese Independence, in which the fortress was
actively involved, King D. Afonso VI (1656-1667) had improvements
made to adapt the fortress to the needs of modern warfare and built a
platform jutting out over the wall, facing the Spanish border town of
Sanlúcar de Guadiana.

Nine Men's Morris - schist game board,
roughly triangular in shape. From the
Old Castle - 10th-12th Centuries
Etching from the Book of Fortresses by
Duarte de Armas (c. 1509)

